NUMBER XXV. 
To be continued every Sarurpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


O civem natum reipublica, memorem fal imitatoremque 


majorum Crézro, 
SATURDAY, November 
To the BRITON. 
SR, 
OWSOEVER you may difguife your real 


@ {entiments from venal motives, it is not un- 
ba) ie % known to you that this nation is brought to - 
% the very brink of deftruétion, by the pernicious 
counfels of your patron Lord B—, whofe 
FRIES want of principle, and want of capacity, are 
fo flagrant, that the writers in the oppofition have thought it alto- 
gether unneceflary to fpecify one inftance of either. That the 
fpirit of the war has flagged ever fince he affumed the reins of go- 
vernment, needs no other proof than the obfervation of every man - 


who is capable of reflecting upon the operations of this and the 
laft campaign, and comparing them with the events which di- 


ftinguithed the two laft years of the preceding adminiftration, 
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As he is unequal to the tafk of carrying on the war, fo he feems 
till lefs qualified to negotiate the peace ; witnefs thofe prelimina- 
ries, concerning which, a worthy grey-headed patriot, in a late 
public addrefs to the Lord Mayor, the worfhipful aldermen, and 
common-council of the city of London, has, with all the out- 
ward marks of infpiration, already prophefied, that ¢hey will 
biow us up in a trice! What then does that minifter deferve, 
who has charged the mine, and now ftands with his dark lJan- 
thorn and match, ready to kindle the train, which is to fend us all 
up in the air in a moment! 

Tue profpect of our fituation is truly tremendous !—Brief let 
me be—perhaps it is yet not too late to fave himfelf and his coun- 
try. I wilt propofe a fcheme, in which, if he fhould acquiefce— 
myfelf will mount the roftrumin bis favour, and ftrive-to gain bis 
pardon from the people. Let him break off the negotiation for 
peace, and procure an act of p t, conftituting the Lord 
M—r of L——n, for the time being, prime minifter of G—t 
B—n. This is a mark of confideration which we certainly owe 
to the importance and dignity of the capital, that great emporium 
of trade, center’ of-wealth, patriotifm, and political know- 
ledge. 

TueE free ftates of Greece-generally derived their appella- 
tions from their chief cities, fuch as Athens, Lacedemon, and 
Thebes ; and Rome conferred her name upon that vaft empire 
which embraced the greateft part of Europe, Afia, and Africa. 
Even the Carthaginians, our-great prototypes, as a trading people, 
pwed their denomination to a fingle city, the remains of which 
are {till to be feen in the neighbourhood of Tunis on the Barbary 
fhore. In imitation of thefe great examples, why fhould not the” 
fame honour be decreed to the metropolis of this kingdom, which 
hath produced greater orators than Athens, greater generals than 
Lacedemon, greater poets than Thebes, greater patriots than 
Rome, and greater merchants than Carthage? Why fhould not 
Augutta bear the fame preheminence in Britain, that Rome bore 
in Italy, and the London Empire be fubftituted in the room of the | 
kingdom of Great Britain! For my part, I cannot help thinking, 
that the corporation of London was modelled after the conftitu- 
tion of Rome. The Lord Mayor’s perfon, and office, are fure as 
ve- 
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venerable as thofe of any Roman conful. The sheriffs, with their 
furred gowns, and golden chains, may be compared to a couple 
of pretors; and the Cripplegate grenadiers to the pretorian co- 
horts: /derman is fynonimous with Senator : thofe among them 
who have been honoured with the order of knighthood, are equi- 
valent to the Roman Eguites in rank, if not in‘adtivity. The de- 
puties and common-councilmen reprefent the Curiones and the 
Decuriones; and the feparate tribes were no other than types of the 
worfhipful mob of liverymen and their dependants, who confti- 
tute the populace of London, 

Every body knows, that the plebeians in Rome, in the pureft 
age of the republic, referved to themfelves the greateft thare of 
the government; and that no refolution for peace or war was 
taken but in their aflemblies. We now. fee the fame privileges 
claimed by the right worfhipfal mobility of London ; and I hope 
to fee thefe privileges eftablifhed by the fanction of the legifla- 
ture. 

Tuls great point can never be fettled at a more interefting xra 
than the prefent juncture, when the fate of this mighty empire 
depends upon the peace which is faid to be upon the carpet ; and 
the chief magiftrate of the metropolis is fo exquifitely qualified 
to conduct and manage the deliberations of a congrefs. That 
great man feems indeed to have been formed by the hands of 
Providence, on purpofe to.effect extraordinary reformations, and 
fhine with peculiar luftre as the firft prime minifter of the Lon- 
don Empire ! \t is well known he was born to empire; to im- 
menfe property, acquired without fraud or extortion, and handed 
down to him from a long line of illuftrious progenitors : that he 
fucked ideas of government from the breaft of his nurfe, who was 
a blackamoor.Princefs, the daughter of an African Caboceiro, and 
along with thefe a difpofition to benevolence and humanity: that 
from his tender years, he hath been accuftomed to the exercife 
of abfolute dominion, over fome thoufands of his fellow-crea~ 
tures; and that, by dint of experience, he hath learned that form 
of rule which is beft calculated to reftrain the enormities of hu- 
man nature. ‘Who can be better qualified to perform the func- 
tions of a civil magiftrate among the free people of L—n, than 


he who hath fo long exerted abfolute power over a community of 
negro- 
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‘negro-flaves? He who hath exercifed that power without rigour, 
without’ reproach, without incurring the flighteft imputation of 
cruelty or oppreffion:: he who was never fufpected of pride, in- 
folence, or rapacity.; but hath approved himfelf on all occa- 
fions the liberal patron, the kind mafter, the quiet neighbour, 

and obliging friend! Who can fo worthily fill the place of p—e 
m—r, as he who knows fo well how to mediate between the pre- 
rogative of the King, and the rights of the people? who has him- 
felf nd in the different {pheres of fovereign and fubject; who 
hath exhibited fuch fhining fpecimens of loyalty, reverence and 
refpe& towards the perfon and family of the Prince to whom his 

allegiance is due; who hath, with fuch dignity, fupported the 

chataéter of a good citizen, and fet fo many bright examples of 
filial and paternal virtue ; whofe: ‘capacity is fo extenfive, as to 

comprehend the whole circle of fcience; who perfe@lly under- 

ftands all the tropes and figures of rhetorick, and in particular, the 

art of adducing arguments from faéls, 2 priori; whofe accom- 

plithments and virtues have been the theme of the modern De- 

mofthenes, who hath publicly extolled him for his learning, in- 

genuity, eloquence, urbanity, and above all things, recomimendee 
him as a moft excellent phyfician. 

Let him therefore be employed to caft the water of this land, 
which is fick of a Scotch adminiftration. Let him a&, not only as 
L—d-Mayor of L—n, but alfo as mayor of the palace: let him 
transfer the burden of g—t from the fhoulders of his P—e; and, 
inftead of troubling the antient counfellors of the th—ne, let him 
fubmit the deliberations of {tate to the worfhipful the common- 
council of the city of London. On particular occafions, that re- 
quire an extraordinary exertion of human fagacity, he may af- 
femble the people tributim, or centuriatim; and for ‘the dernier 
refort, a college may be inftituted of thofe geniufes who ‘belong 
to neither ward, livery, hundred, nor tything, that they may be 
alfo confulted in cafe of emergency. Thefe may be confidered as 
the proletarit of the Roman people, the confufed multitude, who 
were exempt from taxes, and excufed from going to-war, and ferved 
the common-wealth no other way but by ftocking it with chil- 
dren, whence their denomination was derived. ‘The fame clafs of 
the London people will ferve for politicians, as well as for the 
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purpofe of propagating the fpecies; and over and above the | 


ordinary fruits of their labour, may have an allowance from the 
chamber of London, for animating the citizens by their occa- 
fional writings and harrangues. 

SHOULD the execution of this falutary fcheme excite any di- 
fturbance, the dictatorial power may be fafely lodged, for, a cer- 
tain period of time, in the hands of the Lord-M r, minifter 
elect of the London Empire; and he, no doubt, will chufe for 
his magifler equitum, that unblemifhed hero Colonel Jack, that 
modern Lilburn in war and patriotifm, who hath fo often ven- 
tured his ears for the good of his country. The prefent town- 
clerk, whofe virtues refle& exceeding luftre on the knightly or- 
der, may, with great propriety, be elevated to the office of cen- 
for ; andthe aufpices will be fkilfully conducted by the two reve- 
rend augurs, who have fo eminently diftinguifhed themfelves in 
oppofition to the miniftry of B—e. | Mars 

You may be furprized, that in this fketch of reformation, I have 
fcarce mentioned the k——ly name; but, the truth is, I would 
confider it as aname only, a vox et preterea nihil. I would have 
the K— of E—d like the laft Caliphs of Bagdat, or the Dairo of 
Japan, or that race of fovereigns, known in France by the epi- 
thet Faineans. ‘They enjoyed the nominal honours, the perfonal 
veneration of the fubjects, the form, the pomp, the trappings and 
geugaws of royalty; but, the fubftance of empire, the power, 
the influence and authority refided in the fultan, the cubay, and 
the mayor of the palace. = 

In like manner, let the firft perfonage of the London Empire 
poffefs the name, the rank, the fplendour of a fovereign Prince: 
let him eat, drink, and be merry at the public coft, and make a 
couch or fettee of the throne, upon which he may flumber at his 
eafe: but let the prerogative of making peace and war, of con- 
tracting engagements with foreign powers, of appointing the great 
officers of ftate, in a word, of conducting the whole machine of 
government, be vefted in the Lord-Mayor of London, with the 
_affittance of the worfhipful aldermen, common-council, and com- 


mon mob of that great metropolis. 


Ir you are honeft and wife enough to print this letter, I will 


undertake to recommend you to his Lordthip for fome kind 
of 
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of provifion; andas you are not qualified to live among free-men, 
I make no doubt but you may be appointed negro-driver on one 
of his plantations in Jamaica. In the meantime, I am yours, as 


you may deferve, 
Funius Brutus Cockney. 


As to my own particular, I think myfelf obliged to this zea- 
lous reformer for his promifed recommendation; but, with regard 
to the public, I am afraid his project comes too late, for, we are 
affured, the preliminaries of the peace are actually figned; not 
but that another crifis may happen, when his propofal will de- 
ferve the attention of the legiflature: mean while, let me advife 
him to acquiefce in the meafure which cannot now be recalled, 
and endeavour, with his fellow-citizens, to make the moft of a 
bad bargain: but, I fhall have occafion to hazard my fentiments 
more at large upon this fubject, if Mr. H—’s prediction fhould 
not be literally fulfilled before next Saturday. 


( Io be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’ s- Arms, in Paternofter-Row. 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers. 
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